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Executive Summary 
The Northwest Foothills Transportation Study (NWFTS) was adopted by the ACHD Commission in December 
2008. An update was initiated in response to changes in key assumptions since 2008, including development 
pace and intensity, overall population increases and the desire to add an implementation strategy. Joint 
meetings were held of the ACHD Commission, Ada County Board of County Commissioners, and the Mayor and 
Council of the City of Eagle on March 12, 2013, and June 11, 2013, to discuss the Study update.  The draft 
Update was released for public review and comment on July 3, 2013. Those comments and the draft Study are 
presented herein for Commission consideration for adoption.    

Facts and Findings 
The changes from 2008 include: 

� New 2035 demographics based on the Communities in Motion Long Range Transportation Plan   
� Change in status, type, intensity, and frequency of planned development proposals in the foothills  
� Subsequent planning efforts that affect the NWFTS preferred network:  

o Adoption of the State Street Transit and Traffic Operational Plan 
o Update of the Eagle Comprehensive Plan for the Downtown area 
o 2012 ACHD Capital Improvements Plan 
o Commission decision not to fund the Three Cities River Crossing 

Key Findings from the Update 

Planning for roadway improvements is in support of, and based on, forecasted development and regional/local 
growth; improvements will only occur when that growth is realized.  The roadway network and recommended 
projects should remain responsive to development and changes to the adopted land use and transportation 
plans.  Right-of-way is preserved to ensure that future improvements may be made at less cost; preservation 
also acts as a notice to the public that roadway improvements may be necessary.  In the draft Update, traffic is 
projected to increase/decrease as noted below when compared to the original NWFTS.     

� Eagle Road: Between SH 44 and Beacon Light Road, three lanes are recommended. Between Chinden 
Boulevard and SH 44, seven lanes are recommended, due to regional growth and the lack of funding of 
the Three Cities River Crossing. 

� Chinden Boulevard: Recommended for five lanes between Eagle Road and SH 16. Beyond 2035, corridor 
preservation for six lanes is recommended. 

� SH 55: Between Beacon Light Road and Avimor, five lanes is recommended with at-grade traffic signals 
at Beacon Light Road, Brookside and the two Avimor intersections. Grade separation may be required 
beyond 2035 as traffic volumes grow on SH 55 and further development occurs; right-of-way 
preservation for grade separations is recommended. 

� Linder Road:  Between Chinden Boulevard and SH 44, preserve for seven lanes. This is primarily due to 
regional growth and the lack of funding for additional river crossings. Between Beacon Light Road and 



the M3 Spring Valley development, five lanes could be needed with the removal of the Palmer Road 
connection; corridor preservation and/or construction of five lanes are recommended beyond 2035.   

� Beacon Light Road:  Between Linder Road and SH 55, projected demand shows five lanes as needed near 
the end of the study timeframe (2035).  Corridor preservation for five lanes is therefore recommended. 

� Willow Creek Road: A bypass of Willow Creek Road from Eagle Road to the proposed east-west foothills 
collector continues to be recommended as part of this plan due to the design and constraint of Willow 
Creek Road.  The alignment of the bypass road will be dependent on future property development and 
topography. 

Implementation 
The Update includes an Implementation Plan; key findings include: 

� Most of the short-term improvements on the existing transportation system are funded and planned for 
construction in the next five years. 

� The two most significant recommended medium-term improvements to existing roadways that remain 
unfunded are the widening of Chinden Boulevard (20/26) to five lanes and the widening of Highway 55 
to five lanes north of Beacon Light Road. 

� All of the long-term widening needs on ITD highways are unfunded including: 1) SH 16, SH 44 to M3 
Spring Valley, 2) SH 44, Glenwood to SH 55, and 3) Eagle Road, Chinden Boulevard to SH 44 

� Right-of-way preservation should be the focus of effort for the following (very long-term projects): 
o Beacon Light Road widening to five lanes (Linder Road to SH 55) 
o Linder Road widening to seven lanes (Chinden Boulevard to SH 44) 
o Linder Road widening to five lanes (Beacon Light Road to M3 Spring Valley) 
o SH 16 grade separations at, Floating Feather, Beacon Light, and M3 Spring Valley 
o SH 55 widening to seven lanes from SH 44 to Beacon Light Road 

The study functions as a policy guide for developing and improving the transportation system as development 
occurs; roadway characteristics are captured in the Master Street Map. 

Fiscal and Policy Implications 
The primary goal of this Update is to establish roadway preservation and identify programmed improvements by 
2035.  Preservation is good stewardship as right-of-way accrual is planned and obtained through development 
or early acquisition, as opposed to acquiring land in a reactive manner when the need to construct the 
improvements has already arrived.  Programming (proactive) is a measured sequence of developing projects, 
spreading resources (staff/dollars) over a set period rather than reacting and straining capabilities with a 
singular urgent action. 

Ultimately, the programming of improvements (projects) on the corridors within the NWFTS area will require 
Commission action through subsequent approval of documents such as the Capital Improvements Plan, 
Integrated Five Year Work Plan (IFYWP), and the Budget.   
 
Alternatives 

1. Adopt the 2012 Northwest Foothills Transportation Study Update as presented as an addendum to the 
2008 Northwest Foothills Study.  The Master Street Map will be updated accordingly. 

2. Remand the 2012 Northwest Foothills Transportation Study Update to staff with specific revisions. 
3. Reject the 2012 Northwest Foothills Transportation Study Update; the 2008 Northwest Foothills 

Transportation Study recommendations remain intact. 
 
Recommendation 

Staff recommends alternative No. 1, Adopt the 2012 Northwest Foothills Transportation Study Update 
as presented as an addendum to the 2008 Northwest Foothills Transportation Study.  

 
Attachments: 
Letter from the City of Eagle dated July 9, 2013 (received July 12, 2013) 
The Draft Update Report with Appendices are available on the ACHD website at 
http://www.achdidaho.org/Projects/Media/124/1820_Final_Report7313Drafta.pdf  














